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ence gave a hearty round of applause, which she acknowledged.
A scene-hand, noticing my amazed face, said, " You don't see it, do you ?"
"No," I answered.
"Well/1 said he, "did you know who that bust was ?"
" Yes," I replied, " I think it was Ariadne."
" Oh, no ! " he said, " it was a bust of Bacchus; then, when Mrs. Backus appeared— "
"Oh!" I interrupted. "They all said to themselves: ' Poor Backus is broken all up! Backus has busted!'"
And that was why they laughed; and she saw it and laughed with them, and they saw that and applauded her. Well, that's a quick-witted audience — an opinion I still retain.
People are fond of saying, "A woman can't keep a secret." Well, perhaps she doesn't keep her secrets forever; but here's how two women kept a secret for a goodssed; but not she! After her first startled glance at the house, she looked at the pedestal, and then she, too, laughed, when the audi- arms, and with tears and sobswe faced   each   other,
